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Voyage Planning

A voyage plan is awritten navigation guide used by a ship’s bridge team to determine
intended routes, to identify potential problems or hazards, and to adopt measures to ensure a
safe passage. Voyage planning is an important part of bridge resource management because
it prepares the bridge team to execute the ship’ s transit along an intended route. Through
voyage planning the bridge team appraises risks and work load demands. Watch conditions
(bridge team structures based on the environment in which the ship is operating) are thus
considered in advance.

Voyage Planning Elements

As shown in the example on the back of this sheet, voyage planning includes, but is not
limited to, reviewing and considering:
Q Chartsand navigationa publications.
Waterway characteristics, navigational obstructions, and water depths.
Personal knowledge of areas to be transited from previous voyages.
Ship characteristics.
Notices to mariners and nautical publications.
Applicable regulations, including VTS and pilotage requirements.
Predicted weather, currents, and tides.
Expected vessal traffic.
Internal and external communication procedures.
Tug escort or assist services.
Emergency procedures.
Engineering conditions.
Anticipated watch conditions.

Once the above information has been reviewed and given due consideration, the navigation
officer usually prepares the charts for the voyage and plots the ship’ s intended track. The
charts are also marked to highlight information such as shoal areas, helm-over positions,
critical bearings, points at which to change charts, and vessel traffic service call-in points. To
avoid crowding the chart with information, it may be desirable to include some information in
anotebook or on voyage plan forms (see example on the back of this sheet).

Verifying the Voyage Plan
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It is good practice to have another deck officer check the voyage plan. The Master should
also review and approve the plan. Finally, the Seafarer’s Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping (STCW) Code states “...the planned route shall be clearly displayed on
appropriate charts and shall be continuously available to the officer in charge of the watch,
who shall verify each course to be followed prior to using it during the voyage.” (STCW
Code Section A-VI11/2 part 2)

TheVoyage Plan and Pilotage Waters

It isimportant that the voyage plan cover the ship’s entire intended route, from berth to berth.
For some, this may differ from the past practice of planning a voyage from pilot station to
pilot station. However, if the master or officer in charge of awatch isto meet hisher
obligations for watchkeeping under the STCW Code, it is essential that he/she “maintain an
accurate check of the ship’s position and movement” as a complement to the assistance
provided by the pilot (see STCW Code Section A-V1I1/2 part 3-1).

OLYMPIA OFFICE « (360) 407-7455 « FAX (360) 407-7288
PUGET SOUND FIELD OFFICE « (206) 389-2431+ FAX (206) 587-5196
COLUMBIA RIVER FIELD OFFICE « (503) 229-6103 * FAX (503) 229-6954




1aded pajokaey @

N 00T MU > XM

"(@al) 9009-20% (09g) 10 (E2I10A) TT2.-L0V (09E)

"U0I199S Uonuenald |]1ds s A6010o3 wouy) 1senbai uodn a|ge|eAe a1e suio) o jduexs asay) Jo saidod azss |In4

T2 SMBJpUY 00D ULRLR A 192]U0D ‘SPSsU U ITepoLULLIodde [e1oads aney noA §| *Aousbe Ajunyioddo enbe ue si ABojoo3

86/0T

- - p ¢ e <
Vovage Planning Checklist zollog||a 7%
=L = 8
@© 3 m 3 ERN
Vessel Name: VOYAGE From: 5= m o z
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2% (SR=1
In preparing the attached Voyage Plan the following publications were consulted: (check those used) = o a
0 U.S. Coast Pilot/Sailing Directions 0 Tide Tables O Radio Navigational Aids 55 = % =
h a
O Local VTS Manual U Tidal Current Tables Q Other 5 [m] g @
U Notice to Mariners O Light List Q Other m 3 g . g
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+ Above publications were each corrected through Notice to Mariners number > - =
. o
. was not corrected. Reason: =2 o (-]
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Vessel tracklines are laid out on chart numbers °S e [
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+ Above charts were each corrected through Notice to Mariners number 58 2
+ Tracklines were checked by o 3
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Radio/electronic broadcasts consulted: 0 Local Broadcast Notice to Mariners O NAVTEX 358 m
Q Weather Radio O INMARSAT o= A% 5 5 5 5
- S5 S 2
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Pilots will be contacted at approx. by k=] z 2 3
(WHERE) WHEN) (How) =] & a8 8 ®°
Tug escort(s) will be contacted at approx. by 2394 ?.I g g
(WHERE) wHEN) (How) o= 3 S
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The vessel's destination berth/anchorage is . Depth of water will be at low water. —
(NAME) )§> Tn
Vessel's draft is forward, aft. Tidal range is EE:
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The following standard emergency procedures have been reviewed: g 5
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Q Fire 0 Steering Failure 0 Medical Evacuation —
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O Grounding Q Pollution Incident Q Electrical Failure 2235 | 29285 2Res5| 2”25 | 2”28 E =m
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The Chief Engineer has been consulted regarding the following: Sg g
Q Pre-Arrival Tests and Inspections Q Inoperable/M alfunctioning Systems Q Stability Considerations g¢O000| S4000| YYO00| Y4QO000| Y9000 o
0 On-Going Maintenance ltems 0 Ballast Considerations Q Other Iogen| jfgen| jYpen| fYpen) IEmon Q =4
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The following Navigation Officers and Bridge Team members have been briefed on this Voyage Plan: 5 N
(NAME) (POSITION) |w)
% 2
(]
= b
2ss
20m
o>
SFG
(%2 0=
o=
833
Zo5
g9
952
=z0e
2%
el
=z




